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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 
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BALANCING BUDGET WITHOUT 
RAISING TAXES 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, this is the first year that the Demo-
crats have controlled Congress in a 
long time, and we are dedicated to 
bringing a budget to the floor next 
week that balances the budget within 
the next 5 years without any new 
taxes. 

Earlier this year, the President made 
the same pledge. Unfortunately, earlier 
this month the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office released its anal-
ysis of the President’s budget and says 
that it falls short by 2012. Since taking 
office, this has been a difficult pro-
posed budget. 

Not only does the President’s budget 
remain in the red for the next 5 years, 
but he also proposes raising taxes on 
some of the middle-class families. The 
President’s health care proposal would 
result in a tax increase of $500 billion 
over 10 years by increasing taxes on 
middle-class families who are fortunate 
to have employer-provided health in-
surance. 

Madam Speaker, Democrats propose 
a budget that is balanced by 2012, and a 
budget that is balanced without raising 
taxes. 
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AMERICANS WANT A BALANCED 
BUDGET 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, this week the Budget 
Committee will mark up the budget for 
fiscal year 2008. The American people 
want a balanced budget that lowers 
spending, reforms unsustainable enti-
tlement programs, and encourages eco-
nomic growth without raising taxes. 

My constituents are tired of the out- 
of-control spending that they see at 
the Federal level. That is why I stood 
with my colleagues in the fiscally re-
sponsible Republican Study Committee 
last week and announced the Taxpayer 
Bill of Rights. We believe that the tax-
payers have a right to a Federal Gov-
ernment that does not grow beyond 
their ability to pay for it. They have 
the right to receive back each dollar 
that they entrust to the government 
for their retirement; a right to a sim-
ple, fair Tax Code they can understand; 
and they have a right to expect that 
the government balance its budget 
without having to raise taxes. 

Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
working in a bipartisan way with my 
colleagues on the Budget Committee to 
ensure that the rights of the taxpayer 
are not ignored. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL PROVIDES 
CRITICAL FUNDING 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, we 
were all outraged by stories of how 
wounded soldiers are being treated at 
hospitals all over our Nation and how 
many are forced to weave through bu-
reaucratic hurdles to receive the bene-
fits they were promised. 

We cannot continue to neglect the 
needs of our veterans and our soldiers 
wounded in combat. That is why the 
Democratic emergency supplemental 
bill provides substantial funding in-
creases for equipment that will better 
protect our troops in the field and the 
necessary assistance to meet our obli-
gation to help those who were wound-
ed. 

The Democratic supplemental bill 
provides $313 million more for new ve-
hicles called mine resistant ambush 
protection vehicles, which will resist 
improvised explosive devices. Our bill 
also provides critical funding for sol-
diers suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder and traumatic brain in-
juries. 

Madam Speaker, the Democratic 
emergency spending bill shows a real 
commitment to both our soldiers still 
in the field and our troops wounded in 
combat. It deserves our support. 
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NO TO DEMOCRAT TAX INCREASE 
(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, soon our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle will be intro-
ducing their 2008 budget. What they 
will really be introducing is an unprec-
edented tax hike on the American peo-
ple. 

Under the economic policies of the 
last 6 years, the American people have 
led this economy to over 40 straight 
months of economic growth, over 7 mil-
lion new jobs and an unemployment 
rate at a near-40-year low. This is proof 
that Americans respond best to having 
more of their money in their pockets. 

Nevertheless, the majority party, 
true to form, is preparing to usher in 
the largest tax increase in history. 
That’s right, the largest tax increase in 
history that would bring back the mar-
riage penalty and discourage further 
investment and growth. This would be 
a huge step backwards for our economy 
and for our government. The American 
people deserve leadership that respects 
their hard work. Washington must stop 
trying to find ways to afford a larger 
government. 

As we begin the debate on the budget 
for the upcoming year, we shouldn’t 
begin with a plan to grow an even more 
massive bureaucracy on the backs of 
the American taxpayer. 
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MORE ACCOUNTABILITY IN 
ADMINISTRATION 

(Mr. MURPHY Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, last week this House, with 
strong bipartisan support, passed im-
portant bills that will demand more 
transparency and accountability here 
in Washington. And in the first few 
months of this Congress, the Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee, 
on which I have the opportunity to 
serve, has held several hearings on po-
litical influence in public policy. 

Sadly, instead of following our lead, 
the Bush administration is being any-
thing but open about its involvement 
in the political purging of eight U.S. 
Attorneys. 

For weeks now, Attorney General 
Gonzales has asserted that the firings 
were not instigated by the White 
House, but e-mails between the White 
House and Gonzales’s chief of staff 
show heavy involvement in the purging 
by political advisers. 

The President admits mistakes were 
made, but he has no plans to hold his 
Attorney General accountable. The im-
plications of this scandal on our legal 
system are grave. This administration 
has created a climate in which prosecu-
tors are looking over their shoulders 
trying to do right by the political 
bosses instead of through the system of 
justice. 

Madam Speaker, this White House 
should learn something from what we 
did in the House last week. It is past 
time that the President insist on more 
accountability in his administration. 
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FUND TROOPS IN HARM’S WAY 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, you know, in Texas we have a 
phrase for folks who talk big game and 
fail to deliver. We call it ‘‘all sizzle and 
no steak.’’ 

That’s sort of how I view the Mem-
bers of Congress who claim they sup-
port our men and women in uniform, 
but fail to back permanent legislation 
that says Congress will fully fund our 
troops serving in harm’s way. 

Their actions don’t match their 
words. If Members really support the 
brave men and women in our armed 
services, Members would make sure our 
men and women in combat have the 
bullets and tanks and helmets, what-
ever they need. 

That is why today I am launching a 
discharge petition on my bill to fully 
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